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I. Conference theme

Milan Kundera believed that speed is “a form of ecstasy that the technological revolution has
given to man as a gift” (Kundera 1997, p. 5). We live in a world where information reaches
us faster than ever before. At the same time, it is becoming increasingly difficult to answer
a fundamental question: can we trust it? Algorithms determine what content we see. Social
media accelerate its dissemination. Artificial intelligence makes it possible to create
increasingly convincing images, recordings, and texts.

Neil Postman argued that “we do not perceive [...] reality [...] as it ‘is,” but rather [through]
what our languages are like. And our languages are our media. Our media are our metaphors.
Our metaphors create the content of culture” (Postman 2002, pp. 34-35). As a result, the
boundary between information, opinion, manipulation, and falsehood is becoming blurred.

Why do we believe in fake news? How does pseudoscience gain credibility? Do algorithms
reinforce our beliefs and trap us in information bubbles? How is artificial intelligence changing
the face of disinformation? In the age of algorithms and artificial intelligence, are we still
capable of consciously choosing what and whom to believe? And, above all, how can we find
the truth in a world where false information can appear more credible than the truth? And
does such a thing as truth still exist?

We hope that the seventeenth edition of the media conference will provide an interdisciplinary
space for discussion of the contemporary information environment and its impact on
individuals and society.

The conference welcomes representatives of various academic disciplines, as well as
practitioners working in the fields of media, communication, education, security, new
technologies, and social life.

II. Thematic sessions

Disinformation and strategies for manipulating audience.
Fake news and its social impact.
Pseudoscience and the mechanisms behind establishing its credibility.
Algorithms, information bubbles, and content personalization.
Artificial intelligence and the generation of false content.
Deepfakes and new forms of manipulation.
The psychology of believing false information.
The role of the media and journalists in fact-checking information.
Media literacy and digital competencies.

. Disinformation as a challenge to security.

. The responsibility of digital platforms, the media, scientists, and public institutions.
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III. Conference calendar

23.10.2026 r.- registration deadline

31.10.2026 r.- notification of acceptance or rejection of proposal submission
03.11.2026 r.— publication of the conference programme

05.11.2026 r.— payment deadline

06.11.2026 r.- conference

26.02.2027 r.— deadline for submitting the final version of the manuscript
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IV. Organizing Committee

Chairwoman:
dr Katarzyna Pigtek - Faculty of Management and Transport, University of Bielsko-Biala,
Poland; mail: kpiatek@ubb.edu.pl

Conference Secretaries:

dr Joanna Wréblewska-Jachna - Faculty of Management and Transport, University of
Bielsko-Biala, Poland; mail:jwroblewska@ubb.edu.pl

dr Beata Bury - Institute of Modern Languages, University of Bielsko-Biala, Poland;
mail:bbury@ubb.edu.pl

dr Patrycja Batdys - Polish Naval Academy, Gdynia, Poland;

mail: p.baldys@amw.gdynia.pl
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