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Over the last decade, the international community has increasingly resorted to stabilisation missions as a
new practice to engage in conflict-affected countries. Whether it is under a UN mandate or part of an ad-
hoc coalition, stabilisation efforts are ongoing in countries such as Mali, the Democratic Republic of Congo,
Iraq and Libya. Although their implementation remains vague and confused, at the core of stabilisation
there is the notion of civil and military actions aimed at mitigating crises and creating resilient societies
capable of withstanding shocks. As such, stabilisation has moved away from previously dominant
frameworks of intervention in conflict-affected countries, such as peacebuilding and statebuilding. Indeed,
stabilisation emerged in response to the failure of previous interventions (notably, Iraq and Afghanistan)
and the doubts concerning the viability and possibility of building effective states in conflict-affected and
fragile countries. The panel investigates what stabilisation is and how it is working as a framework for
international action in conflict-affected countries. It questions international actors’ convergent and
divergent notions of stability and their operationalization through time and space. By inviting quantitative
and qualitative analyses of diverse case studies, the panel aims at unravelling the components and
underlying assumptions of stabilisation as well as scrutinizing similarities and differences between cases.
Furthermore, it seeks to explore whether stabilisation is based upon a novel interpretation of insecurity
and whether it proposes new ways of governing it.
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